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Curriculum Intent
Aspiration and Ambition
All children should have high aspirations and bright futures. Our 
curriculum ensures that our children are well-prepared with the 
knowledge and skills required to realise their goals and future 
aspirations. Our curriculum is informed by academic research 
about how children learn best, enabling all pupils to achieve 
excellent outcomes and reach their full potential. 

We believe that children have the right to expect and experience a 
challenging, relevant, and broad curriculum that prepares them for 
life-long learning. 



Curriculum Intent
Our curriculum takes account of both the Early Years Foundation 
Stage Curriculum and the National Curriculum. It has been 
carefully designed by outstanding primary practitioners in 
consultation with some subject specialists from the secondary 
phase, to provide an enhanced curriculum where children’s 
knowledge and skills can build securely over time, from the ages of 
3 to 18. 

As an all-through school, we are in a unique position to ensure 
children achieve well as they progress to secondary school, higher 
education, and beyond, and are well prepared to succeed in their 
next stages of learning. 



Curriculum Intent

Integrity and Values
Our curriculum is underpinned by our core values. We are 
on the journey to become a Rights Respecting School, 
ensuring our pupils understand their rights and the rights 
of others. 

We support all children to develop their character and act 
with honesty and integrity. Children develop their 
competence in six Graduate Skills, which prepare them for 
life-long learning. 



Curriculum Intent

Our curriculum equips children with the knowledge, skills, confidence, and oracy skills to 
become educated citizens who can actively engage in the world around them and are 
empowered to transform their community and society. We aim for children to leave SPWF 
as articulate, confident and compassionate individuals.

Our curriculum represents the diverse community of
Tower Hamlets and our local context. We celebrate
diversity of all forms. Equality and inclusion is at the
heart of our curriculum.



Curriculum Threads

Cultural Capital
Learning Theories 

and Memory

Rights and ValuesOracy 

The following threads underpin our curriculum design:

Subject 
Expertise

Personal 
Development



Learning Theories and Memory
Our curriculum has been carefully and deliberately sequenced to ensure children can build 
and organise knowledge in an effective and meaningful manner. Children build knowledge 
effectively and teachers take care to assess children’s knowledge and understanding.

Careful curriculum mapping ensures links are made
within and across subjects as we know that through
making connections, children’s schemata and
conceptual understanding of topics are strengthened.
Teachers and Curriculum Leaders understand how
learning relies on long-term memory work and children
making connections. 

Opportunities for retrieval and spaced learning are 
planned into all curriculum subjects and teachers use a 
range of approaches to support children’s retention of 
meaningful knowledge. 



Pierre Bourdieu first defined Cultural Capital as the skills and knowledge that a person can draw on 
‘as currency that helps us navigate’ society around us and ‘alters the opportunities available to us’. At 
SPWF, we are committed to ensuring children have all of the knowledge and skills they  need to 
succeed and take advantage of opportunities presented to them.

Our curriculum is designed to ensure children acquire that 
essential knowledge. We strive to make the very best use of 
the rich and diverse opportunities that we have within our 
immediate community and as an inner-London school, and 
give children opportunities and experiences that go beyond 
the National Curriculum.

We regularly take children on Educational Visits to museums, 
art galleries, places of worship, local places of interest, and 
green spaces.

Cultural Capital



Our curriculum takes account of both the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum and the National 
Curriculum. It has been carefully designed by outstanding primary practitioners in consultation with 
some subject specialists from the secondary phase to provide an enhanced and challenging curriculum.

Subject Expertise

Our teachers and Curriculum Leaders carefully plan the key pieces 
of knowledge that children will acquire in each subject. New learning 
is taught in a way that builds on the children’s past knowledge and 
develops the building blocks they need to further develop that 
knowledge in the future. 

We have identified discipline-specific skills that we aim to develop, and 
have thought about how children will progress in their understanding, 
use and application of these skills throughout their time at our school. 

For further information about the structure and sequencing of 
curriculum, see Part 2: Curriculum Design and Sequencing. 



Oracy and language are essential in supporting children’s overall achievement across the curriculum. 
At SPWF we ensure children are given the vocabulary and language structures to be able to discuss 
and articulate key topics and ideas that are meaningful and important to them.

Oracy

We use Philosophy for Children (P4C) to support oracy 
development throughout the school. In the Early Years 
Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1, children develop P4C 
skills and competencies (such as making links between 
objects, images, and ideas, or exploring the key themes in a 
text). In Key Stage 2, children embark on their own enquiries, 
using a range of philosophical and oracy skills to discuss 
‘Big Questions’ and themes, such as identity, belonging, 
conflict and emotion. These are often linked to other 
curriculum areas such as Literacy, History and Geography.



We want our pupils to be well-rounded individuals who are prepared to be active citizens in
our globalised society and economy. Values and Rights inform our curriculum through:

Rights and Values

Rights Respecting School
Through our curriculum, children 
learn about the Universal Rights of 
The Child and apply their knowledge 
of children’s rights to their curriculum 
lessons, as well as discussions in P4C 
and assemblies. Each week we share 
a different Article of the Convention 
with our children to ensure the 
children fully under their rights, and 
the rights of all children globally. 

Diversity and Equality
We are working alongside other 
Tower Hamlets Schools and the 
organisation ‘Global Learning London’ 
on the programme ‘Towards an Anti-
Racist Curriculum’, to ensure our 
curriculum and practice challenges 
inequality and celebrates the power 
of every child’s individual voice.

Our reading texts have been chosen 
carefully to represent our diverse 
community. We have reviewed our 
History curriculum, to ensure 
historically accurate narratives are 
taught in all year groups. Children 
learn about scientists, artists and 
significant people from a range of 
ethnic, cultural, and religious 
backgrounds through our curriculum.

In line with our statutory duty, we promote the fundamental 
British Values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, and 
mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and 
beliefs. These values are integrated within the broader curriculum 
and the life of the school. 

British Values and SMSC



We want our pupils to be well-rounded individuals who are prepared to be active citizens in
our globalised society and economy. Our curriculum supports Personal Development through:

Personal Development

PSHE and RHE
During PSHE (Personal, Social and 
Health Education) lessons, children 
learn how to keep themselves safe, 
well and healthy. At SPWF, we focus on 
developing the whole child and use the 
Jigsaw scheme to ensure children learn 
through the strands of ‘Being Me’, 
‘Celebrating Difference’, ‘Dreams and 
Goals’, ‘Healthy Me’, ‘Relationships’ 
and ‘Changing Me’. Children also learn 
about anti-bullying, e-safety and 
mental health through these units. Our 
RHE (Relationships and Health 
Education) curriculum has been 
carefully planned in line with guidance 
from the London Borough of Tower 
Hamlets Healthy Lives Team.

Graduate Skills
Pupils develop competency in the 
six Graduate Skills, to support 
them to be prepared for life-long 
learning:

• Scholarship
• Networking
• Communication
• Participation
• Vision
• Investigation

Enrichment
Our Curriculum offer is enriched through Educational Visits, visitors and subject-
specialist visits (Trust School Teachers). Our children have access to a wide 
range of after-school clubs that develop children’s interests, character and skills 
and promote physical activity.


